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View

 som
e of the springs that contribute to

Crystal Springs Creek at the popular botanical
garden. The garden contains a m

an-m
ade lake

w
here a fish ladder allow

s passage up to the
lake and springs. View

 w
ildlife along the

pathw
ays and bridges on the garden grounds.

A
n adm

ission fee is required on certain days.

SE 28TH
 A

VEN
U

E
/LO

W
ER REED

 CA
N

YO
N

A
t the w

estern edge of the Reed College
cam

pus, Crystal Springs Creek crosses SE 28th
A

ve. through a culvert. East of the culvert, the
stream

’s m
eander w

as restored and large w
ood

and sw
ales w

ere added to capture and treat
storm

w
ater. Restoration efforts undertaken by

num
erous partners have attracted adult

salm
onids back upstream

 and encouraged
research and educational opportunities.

REED
 CA

N
YO

N
 &

 FISH
 LA

D
D

ER
W

alk along the shaded crystal 
clear w

ater w
ithin the Reed 

Canyon, w
here native plant 

com
m

unities have been 
reintroduced. In 2001, Reed 
College constructed a fish 
ladder. For the first tim

e since 
the turn of the 20th century, 
m

igrating salm
on can now

 
access the cool, clean 
headw

aters of Crystal Springs 
Creek.
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D

W
A

TER SPRIN
G

S
A

 series of boardw
alks allow

 easy 
view

ing of stream
 and lake. The 

headw
ater springs that form

 Reed 
Lake serve as rearing habitat for 
juvenile salm

onids, w
hich need a 

safe place to grow
 before entering 

the sw
ift-flow

ing low
er stream

 
system

. The canyon has alw
ays been 

a prom
inent part of the Reed College 

cam
pus, and in recent years has 

becom
e an im

portant resource for 
educational curricula as w

ell.
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 Before 2010, nine undersized 
culverts created barriers to fish 
passage, especially for juvenile 
salm

onids w
hich could not sw

im
 

upstream
 against the faster current. 

By 2016, all w
ere replaced w

ith w
ider 

culverts w
ith natural bottom

s that 
slow

 the w
ater and im

prove fish 
passage.  

Biosw
ales are a natural storm

w
ater 

m
anagem

ent approach using 
plants and soil to slow

 and filter 
storm

w
ater. They replenish 

groundw
ater supplies, break dow

n 
pollutants, im

prove air quality, and 
im

prove neighborhood aesthetics.
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O
ver the years, pavem

ent and 
buildings replaced m

uch of the 
vegetation and w

etlands along 
Crystal Springs Creek, dim

inishing 
w

ater quality, and lim
iting access 

to the creek by m
am

m
al and 

am
phibian species. Restoration 

efforts im
proved w

ater quality by 
rem

oving concrete banks, restoring 
the original stream

 channel, and 
planting native plants.
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Fish ladders, a series of low
 step 

pools, provide a safe w
ay for 

m
igrating fish to get around 

obstacles. 
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RK
H

ere the clear w
aters of Crystal Springs 

Creek m
eet Johnson Creek’s m

ore turbid 
w

ater. A
fter spending years m

aturing 
and grow

ing in the Pacific O
cean, using 

their sense of sm
ell and environm

ental 
cues as a com

pass, m
igrating salm

on 
return here. This is the gatew

ay to 
Crystal Springs Creek. 

BRA
N

N
EN

 RESTO
RA

TIO
N

 SITE
This site w

as once a private residence. 
Thanks to the w

ork of several agencies, 
the site w

as transform
ed into a natural 

area. In 2012 new
 culverts w

ere installed 
at SE U

m
atilla St. and SE Tenino St. to 

im
prove fish passage. In 2016, the CSP 

added native trees, shrubs, and 
perennial plants to im

prove the habitat.
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A
 

H
ere Crystal Springs Creek 

flow
s alongside SE 21st A

ve. Sw
ales on 

Tacom
a m

anage storm
w

ater and 
im

prove w
ater quality. Carefully cross 

Tacom
a to follow

 the creek along the 
pedestrian and bike path.

SE 21ST A
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A

 TO
 SE 

SPO
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N
E

H
ere a footpath follow

s the creek. See 
the interpretive sign at SE 21st A

ve. 
and SE Spokane St. describing w

ildlife 
at the site.

W
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W

estm
oreland Park features several 

bridges over the creek, w
ildlife view

ing, 
a nature-based play area, and other 
recreational activities. Prior to 
urbanization this area w

as a broad 
w

etland covering both sides of w
hat is 

now
 SE M

cLoughlin Blvd. This area has 
been used as a dairy farm

, an airstrip, 
and since the 1930s, a park. Starting in 
2013, the crum

bling concrete along the 
creek w

as rem
oved and native plantings 

added, providing a m
ore natural setting.

W
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O
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N
D
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RK - N

O
RTH

In 2013-2014 a m
ajor restoration 

changed the creek. Follow
ing rem

oval 
of the large, shallow

 in-stream
 pond, 

sum
m

ertim
e w

arm
ing of creek 

decreased, w
hich im

proved the habitat 
for w

ildlife. A
 w

etland area and riparian 
buffer deter the over-population of 
w

aterfow
l, and a new

 trail and 
boardw

alk provide opportunities for 
w

ildlife view
ing.

W
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O
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N
D

’S U
N

IO
N

 M
A

N
O

R
O

n the grounds of the prom
inent seven-

story W
estm

oreland’s U
nion M

anor, 
com

m
unity-led restoration efforts 

continue to rem
ove invasive plants and 

im
prove habitat along the banks of the 

creek. A
 pollinator garden w

as 
established in 2011.

BYBEE BRID
G

E 
Take in view

s of the creek, the 
Eastm

oreland G
olf Course, and the 

city. To im
prove fish passage, the 

undersized culverts at SE Bybee Blvd. 
and SE G

lenw
ood St. w

ere replaced. To 
the north, in 2012, culverts w

ere 
replaced under SE M

cLoughlin Blvd., the 
TriM

et light rail tracks, and the U
nion 

Pacific Railroad.

SE 28TH
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In 2017 the Portland City Council 
nam

ed Crystal Springs Creek the city’s 
first “Salm

on Sanctuary.” A
long w

ith this 
recognition, a grant w

as aw
arded the 

CSP to restore a portion of the creek 
that flow

s through Eastm
oreland G

olf 
Course.
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Experience Crystal Springs Creek  
Plant & Wildlife Checklist Salmon Life Cycle

Plants
In addition to the beautiful
ornamental plants to be seen
in the Rhododendron Garden
and elsewhere, numerous
native plants line the banks
of Crystal Springs Creek.
The following are among
the most common:

Sword Fern
Western Red Cedar
Douglas Fir
Skunk Cabbage
Western Trillium

Red Alder
Oregon Grape

Douglas Spirea
Red-osier Dogwood
Oregon Ash
Common Snowberry
Salmonberry

How many plants can
you identify on your
walk today?

Stop. Look. Listen.
Do you see signs
of wildlife?  

Crystal Springs Partnership

GET INVOLVED – GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY 

Photo credits:  Karl Lee
Illustrations:  Patrick Norton

Crystal Springs Creek at Johnson Creek Park

This walking tour is about experiencing 
Crystal Springs Creek—perhaps 
Portland’s most enchanting waterway. 
While less than three miles long, Crystal 
Springs Creek is a striking example of 
how a healthy urban creek can be a 
prominent feature of a vibrant 
community. 

 

Crystal Springs Creek is a unique natural 
resource. Its spring-fed waters are cool, 
clean, and consistent year-round. Its 
uppermost origins in Reed Canyon reveal 
a pristine environment in the heart of a 
major city. The con�uence is at Johnson 
Creek Park, where the clear waters of 
Crystal Springs contrast with the more 
turbid Johnson Creek.

Along Crystal Springs Creek there is 
wildlife—nearly 100 species of birds, 
scores of mammals, countless native 
plants, and, most remarkably, increasing 
salmon population—and there is 
human life, with homes, businesses,
schools, a golf course, transit, parks, and 
much more.

As you follow this walking tour, think 
about what you see, hear, smell, and 
feel.  Consider where you are and what
arare opportunityit istoexplore this
diverse environment in the middle of 
Portland. This is the Crystal Springs 
experience!

Birds
There are nearly 100 bird
species present in the
watershed. Look for these
common birds:

Bald Eagle

Canada Goose

Mallard

Wood Duck

Great Blue Heron

Osprey

Anna’s Hummingbird

Downy Woodpecker

Northern Flicker

Steller’s Jay

Barn Swallow

Black-capped Chickadee

Cedar Waxwing

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Spotted Towhee

Song Sparrow

Dark-eyed Junco

Red-winged Blackbird

Other Wildlife (* introduced)

Black-tailed Deer

Townsend’s Mole

Bats (several species)

American Beaver

Nutria*

Common Muskrat

Eastern Fox Squirrel*

Raccoon

Mink

River Otter

Striped Skunk

Northwestern Salamander

Long-toed Salamander

Red Legged Frog

Northwestern Garter Snake

A healthy creek provides the habitat that salmon

need to thrive: shade, cold water, good water

quality, clean spawning gravels, food, and large

wood and boulders in the creek.  As you walk

along the creek, look for signs of a healthy

watershed.

Four members of the salmon family (salmonids)

and Paci�c lamprey spend part of their life cycle in

Crystal Springs Creek: Steelhead and Cutthroat

trout, Coho and Chinook salmon. Of these, only

Cutthroat spend their entire lives in freshwater,

while the other three salmonids and Paci�c 

lamprey migrate to the Paci�c Ocean before

returning to their original spawning grounds.

Here is an overview of the salmonid lifecycle:

1. Sac-Fry  develop from eggs laid in

stream gravel, then transform into fry

and begin to feed in sheltered areas.

2. Fry  become parrs, which inhabit

freshwater then migrate downstream to

estuaries.

3. Parrs lose their distinctive markings and

grow into smolts, which migrate towards

estuaries as they adapt to salt water.

4. Adults inhabit the Paci�c Ocean for 2-6 years,

then begin migrating home to fresh  water.

5. Spawning adults develop distinctive

coloration and features as they return

to spawning areas, lay eggs, and die.

1
2

3

4

5

Crystal Springs Creek
Walking Tour

Freshwater mussels are the 
most endangered wildlife in 
North America. Crystal 
Springs Creek is home to 
thousands of native 
Floater mussels.

Belted King�sher

Paci�c Tree Frog

Floater Mussels

Corbicula clams*

Signal Cray�sh

Western Painted Turtle

Western Swallowtail Butter�y

Johnson Creek Watershed Council

Paci�c Willow

Paci�c Bleeding Heart

Coyote

www.crystalspringspartnership.org
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Experience Crystal Springs Creek
Plant & Wildlife Checklist Salmon Life Cycle

Plants
In addition to the beautiful 
ornamental plants to be seen
in the Rhododendron Garden 
and elsewhere, numerous 
native plants line the banks 
of Crystal Springs Creek. 
The following are among 
the most common: 

Sword Fern
Western Red Cedar
Douglas Fir
Skunk Cabbage
Western Trillium

Red Alder
Oregon Grape

Douglas Spirea
Red-osier Dogwood
Oregon Ash
Common Snowberry
Salmonberry

How many plants can 
you identify on your 
walk today?

Stop. Look. Listen. 
Do you see signs 
of wildlife?   

Crystal Springs Partnership
The Crystal Springs Partnership isagroup of neighbors,
agency partners, and organizations who believe that
Crystal Springs Creek is an extraordinary urban waterway.
The Partnership’s mission is to re-establish and maintain
healthy native salmon runs in Crystal Springs Creek 
throughcommunity collaboration, education, advocacy,
andrestoration.  

BE ASTEWARD INYOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
•Adopta park, atree, oragreenstreet
•Manage stormwateronyoursite
•Attend a Naturescaping orRainGardenworkshop
•Turnyour backyardintowildlife habitat
•Plant native plants and remove invasive ones
•Reduce pesticide andchemicaluse onyour property

Visit our website to learn about the creek, sign
up for our mailing list or make a donation. 

Photo credits:  Karl Lee
Illustrations:  Patrick Norton

Crystal Springs Creek atJohnson Creek Park

Thiswalking touris aboutexperiencing
Crystal SpringsCreek—perhaps
Portland’s most enchanting waterway.
While lessthan three mileslong, Crystal
SpringsCreek is a striking example of
how ahealthy urbancreekcan be a
prominent feature of a vibrant
community.

Crystal Springs Creek is a unique natural 
resource. Its spring-fed waters are cool, 
clean, and consistent year-round. Its 
uppermost origins in Reed Canyon reveal 
a pristine environment in the heart of a 
major city. The con�uence is at Johnson 
Creek Park, where the clear waters of 
Crystal Springs contrast with the more 
turbid Johnson Creek.

Along CrystalSpringsCreek there is
wildlife—nearly 100 species of birds,
scoresof mammals, countlessnative
plants, and, mostremarkably, increasing
salmon population—andthere is
humanlife, with homes, businesses,
schools, a golf course, transit, parks, and
muchmore.

Asyou follow thiswalking tour, think
aboutwhat yousee, hear, smell, and
feel. Consider where youare and what
arare opportunityit istoexplore this
diverse environmentinthe middle of
Portland.Thisis the Crystal Springs
experience!

Birds
There are nearly 100 bird 
species present in the 
watershed. Look for these 
common birds:

Bald Eagle

Canada Goose

Mallard

Wood Duck

Great Blue Heron

Osprey

Anna’s Hummingbird

Downy Woodpecker

Northern Flicker

Steller’s Jay

Barn Swallow

Black-capped Chickadee 

Cedar Waxwing

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Spotted Towhee

Song Sparrow

Dark-eyed Junco

Red-winged Blackbird

Other Wildlife (* introduced)

Black-tailed Deer

Townsend’s Mole

Bats (several species)

American Beaver

Nutria*

Common Muskrat

Eastern Fox Squirrel* 

Raccoon

Mink

River Otter

Striped Skunk

Northwestern Salamander 

Long-toed Salamander

Red Legged Frog

Northwestern Garter Snake

A healthy creek provides the habitat that salmon

need to thrive: shade, cold water, good water

quality, clean spawning gravels, food, and large

wood and boulders in the creek.  As you walk

along the creek, look for signs of a healthy

watershed.

Four members of the salmon family (salmonids)

and Paci�c lamprey spend part of their life cycle in

Crystal Springs Creek: Steelhead and Cutthroat

trout, Coho and Chinook salmon. Of these, only

Cutthroat spend their entire lives in freshwater,

while the other three salmonids and Paci�c 

lamprey migrate to the Paci�c Ocean before

returning to their original spawning grounds.

Here is an overview of the salmonid lifecycle:

1. Sac-Fry  develop from eggs laid in

stream gravel, then transform into fry

and begin to feed in sheltered areas.

2. Fry  become parrs, which inhabit

freshwater then migrate downstream to 

estuaries.

3. Parrs  lose their distinctive markings and

grow into smolts, which migrate towards 

estuaries as they adapt to salt water.

4. Adults inhabit the Paci�c Ocean for 2-6 years,

then begin migrating home to fresh  water.

5. Spawning adults develop distinctive

coloration and features as they return 

to spawning areas, lay eggs, and die.
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Crystal Springs Creek
Walking Tour

Freshwater mussels are the
most endangered wildlife in
North America. Crystal 
Springs Creek is home to 
thousands of native 
Floater mussels.

Belted King�sher

Paci�c Tree Frog

Floater Mussels

Corbicula clams*

Signal Cray�sh

Western Painted Turtle

Western Swallowtail Butter�y

Johnson Creek Watershed Council

We are in a cooperative relationship with 

the Johnson Creek Watershed Council.

 www.jcwc.org

Paci�c Willow

Paci�c Bleeding Heart

Coyote

www.crystalspringspdx.org/
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Experience Crystal Springs Creek
Plant & Wildlife Checklist Salmon Life Cycle

Plants
In addition to the beautiful
ornamental plants to be seen
in the Rhododendron Garden
and elsewhere, numerous
native plants line the banks
of Crystal Springs Creek.
The following are among
the most common:

Sword Fern
Western Red Cedar
Douglas Fir
Skunk Cabbage
Western Trillium

Red Alder
Oregon Grape

Douglas Spirea
Red-osier Dogwood
Oregon Ash
Common Snowberry
Salmonberry

How many plants can
you identify on your
walk today?

Stop. Look. Listen.
Do you see signs
of wildlife?  

Crystal Springs Partnership
The Crystal Springs Partnership isagroup of neighbors,
agency partners, and organizations who believe that
Crystal Springs Creek is an extraordinary urban waterway.
The Partnership’s mission is to re-establish and maintain
healthy native salmon runs in Crystal Springs Creek 
throughcommunity collaboration, education, advocacy,
andrestoration.  

BE ASTEWARD INYOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
•Adopta park, atree, oragreenstreet
•Manage stormwateronyoursite
•Attend a Naturescaping orRainGardenworkshop
•Turnyour backyardintowildlife habitat
•Plant native plants and remove invasive ones
•Reduce pesticide andchemicaluse onyour property

Visit our website to learn about the creek, sign
up for our mailing list or make a donation. 

Photo credits:  Karl Lee
Illustrations:  Patrick Norton

Crystal Springs Creek atJohnson Creek Park

Thiswalking touris aboutexperiencing
Crystal SpringsCreek—perhaps
Portland’s most enchanting waterway.
While lessthan three mileslong, Crystal
SpringsCreek is a striking example of
how ahealthy urbancreekcan be a
prominent feature of a vibrant
community.

Crystal Springs Creek is a unique natural 
resource. Its spring-fed waters are cool, 
clean, and consistent year-round. Its 
uppermost origins in Reed Canyon reveal 
a pristine environment in the heart of a 
major city. The con�uence is at Johnson 
Creek Park, where the clear waters of 
Crystal Springs contrast with the more 
turbid Johnson Creek.

Along CrystalSpringsCreek there is
wildlife—nearly 100 species of birds,
scoresof mammals, countlessnative
plants, and, mostremarkably, increasing
salmon population—andthere is
humanlife, with homes, businesses,
schools, a golf course, transit, parks, and
muchmore.

Asyou follow thiswalking tour, think
aboutwhat yousee, hear, smell, and
feel. Consider where youare and what
arare opportunityit istoexplore this
diverse environmentinthe middle of
Portland.Thisis the Crystal Springs
experience!

Birds
There are nearly 100 bird
species present in the
watershed. Look for these
common birds:

Bald Eagle

Canada Goose

Mallard

Wood Duck

Great Blue Heron

Osprey

Anna’s Hummingbird

Downy Woodpecker

Northern Flicker

Steller’s Jay

Barn Swallow

Black-capped Chickadee

Cedar Waxwing

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Spotted Towhee

Song Sparrow

Dark-eyed Junco

Red-winged Blackbird

Other Wildlife (* introduced)

Black-tailed Deer

Townsend’s Mole

Bats (several species)

American Beaver

Nutria*

Common Muskrat

Eastern Fox Squirrel*

Raccoon

Mink

River Otter

Striped Skunk

Northwestern Salamander

Long-toed Salamander

Red Legged Frog

Northwestern Garter Snake

A healthy creek provides the habitat that salmon

need to thrive: shade, cold water, good water

quality, clean spawning gravels, food, and large

wood and boulders in the creek.  As you walk

along the creek, look for signs of a healthy

watershed.

Four members of the salmon family (salmonids)

and Paci�c lamprey spend part of their life cycle in

Crystal Springs Creek: Steelhead and Cutthroat

trout, Coho and Chinook salmon. Of these, only

Cutthroat spend their entire lives in freshwater,

while the other three salmonids and Paci�c 

lamprey migrate to the Paci�c Ocean before

returning to their original spawning grounds.

Here is an overview of the salmonid lifecycle:

1. Sac-Fry  develop from eggs laid in

stream gravel, then transform into fry

and begin to feed in sheltered areas.

2. Fry  become parrs, which inhabit

freshwater then migrate downstream to

estuaries.

3. Parrs lose their distinctive markings and

grow into smolts, which migrate towards

estuaries as they adapt to salt water.

4. Adults inhabit the Paci�c Ocean for 2-6 years,

then begin migrating home to fresh  water.

5. Spawning adults develop distinctive

coloration and features as they return

to spawning areas, lay eggs, and die.
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Crystal Springs Creek
Walking Tour

Freshwater mussels are the 
most endangered wildlife in 
North America. Crystal 
Springs Creek is home to 
thousands of native 
Floater mussels.

Belted King�sher

Paci�c Tree Frog

Floater Mussels

Corbicula clams*

Signal Cray�sh

Western Painted Turtle

Western Swallowtail Butter�y

Johnson Creek Watershed Council

We are in a cooperative relationship with 

the Johnson Creek Watershed Council.

 www.jcwc.org

Paci�c Willow

Paci�c Bleeding Heart

Coyote

www.crystalspringspdx.org/
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The Crystal Springs Partnership (CSP) is a group of 
neighbors, agency partners, and organizations who 
believe that Crystal Springs Creek is an extraordinary urban 
waterway. The Partnership's mission is to re-establish and 
maintain healthy native salmon runs in Crystal Springs 
Creek through community collaboration, education, 
advocacy, and restoration.

We are in a cooperative 
relationship with the Johnson 
Creek Watershed Council. 
www.jcwc.org

Visit our website to learn about the creek, sign 
up for our mailing list, or make a donation.

April 2025

•  Volunteer with a local watershed group
• Attend a Naturescaping or Rain Garden workshop
• Turn your backyard into wildlife habitat
• Plant native plants and remove invasive ones
• Eliminate chemical use on your property

http://www.crystalspringspartnership.org
http://www.jcwc.org
http://www.crystalspringspdx.org/
http://www.jcwc.org
http://www.crystalspringspdx.org/
http://www.jcwc.org

